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Your own reflections will best suggest to you the advantages you have enjoyed under a succession of Protestant Princes, by Nature inclined, and by legal authority enabled, to preserve and protect you; as your own history, and even the experience of some still alive among you, will best paint the miseries and calamities of a people scourged, rather than governed, by blind zeal and lawless power.
These considerations must necessarily excite your highest indignation at the attempt now carrying on in Scotland, to disturb his Majesty's Government, by a Pretender to his Crown: one nursed up in civil and religious error; formed to persecution and oppression, in the seat of superstition and tyranny; whose groundless claim is as contrary to the natural rights of mankind, as to the particular laws and constitutions of these kingdoms ; whose only hopes of support are placed in the enemies of the liberties of Europe in general; and whose success would consequently*destroy your liberty, your property, and your religion.
But this success is little to be feared, his Majesty's subjects giving daily and distinguished proofs of their zeal for the support of his Government, and the defence of his person; and a considerable number of national troops, together with six thousand Dutch cheerfully furnished to his Majesty by his good allies the States-General, being now upon their march to Scotland, a force more than sufficient to check the progress, and chastise the insolence, of a rebellious and undisciplined multitude.
The measures that have hitherto been taken, to prevent the growth of Popery, have, I hope, had some, and will still have a greater, effect; however, I leave